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Bill Clinton, Loretta Lynch criticized over private airport tarmac meeting

By Eric DuVall


 
 


Attorney General Loretta Lynch looks on as U.S. President Barack Obama makes a statement after meeting with his National Security Council at the State

Department, February 25, 2016 in Washington, DC. The meeting focused on the situation with ISIS and Syria, along with other regional issues. Pool photo by

Drew Angerer/UPI | License Photo

PHOENIX, June 30 (UPI) -- U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch was criticized Thursday for a private meeting with

former President Bill Clinton on a plane at a Phoenix airport when the two met in passing Monday evening.
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The encounter, reported by the ABC affiliate in Phoenix, happened as Clinton's plane was about to leave Sky Harbor

Airport, when he realized Lynch's plane was on the same tarmac. ABC15 reported Clinton delayed his departure in

order to see Lynch, who was in Phoenix to promote the Justice Department's community policing program.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Lynch said the visit, which lasted about 30 minutes, was social in nature, though the timing had some Republicans

questioning whether any talk included information about the FBI's ongoing investigation into Hillary Clinton's use of a

private email server during her tenure as secretary of state.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Lynch was asked about her meeting with Clinton, and said the two talked about their grandchildren and, in passing,

about the news of the day, but said there was no conversation about the email investigation.

RELATED

New national poll has Clinton, Trump in virtual tie

"I did see President Clinton at the Phoenix airport as he was leaving and spoke to myself and my husband on the plane,"

Lynch said. "Our conversation was a great deal about grandchildren, it was primarily social about our travels and he

mentioned golf he played in Phoenix."

The meeting came hours before a report was issued by a House committee investigating the attack that killed U.S.

Libyan Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other Americans, which happened while Clinton was secretary of
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state.

RELATED

Benghazi committee's final report finds 'tragic failure of leadership'

"There was no discussion on any matter pending before the [Department of Justice] or any matter pending with any

other body, there was no discussion of Benghazi, no discussion of State Department emails. By way of example I would

say it was current news of the day, the Brexit decision and what it would mean," Lynch said.

RELATED

Trump calls for return of waterboarding after Turkey bombings

Presumptive Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump told a conservative radio host the meeting was "a sneak."

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

"It was really a sneak," Trump told conservative talk show host Mike Gallagher. "You see a thing like this and, even in

terms of judgment, how bad of judgment is it for him or for her to do this? Who would do this?"

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, questioned whether the meeting was a "conflict of interest," noting on Twitter Lynch cannot

represent two individuals and said she "must avoid even the appearance of a conflict."

RELATED

Donald Trump criticizes Hillary Clinton for waffling on free trade, TPP

Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., told CNN he believes the meeting was above board, but that it gave the wrong appearance.

"I think [Lynch] should have said, 'Look, I recognize you have a long record of leadership on fighting crime but this is not

the time for us to have that conversation. After the election is over, I'd welcome your advice,'" Coons said.

Other Democrats defended the meeting, praising Lynch's ethics on the job.

RELATED

Benghazi committee's final report finds 'tragic failure of leadership'
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Topics 2016 Election Loretta Lynch Hillary Clinton Donald Trump U.S. Sen. John Cornyn Charles Schumer Harry Reid

"She's an honorable person. We know that," Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., said. "She has said nothing was discussed

related to the investigation so you have two choices: To say this didn't matter or she's lying. I think it didn't matter. I

don't think she's lying." 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid also praised Lynch for "her strong feelings about the rule of law and her ethics."
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CDC announces end to Title 42, a Trump-era policy blocking migration
U.S. News // 14 minutes ago

CDC announces end to Title 42, a Trump-era policy blocking migration

April 1 (UPI) -- The Centers For Disease Control and Prevention on Friday decided to end Title 42 -- an immigration policy that suspends the right to introduce

migrants into the United States due to anti-COVID-19 policies.

American Express says technical difficulties affecting site, app
U.S. News // 34 minutes ago

American Express says technical difficulties affecting site, app

April 1 (UPI) -- American Express announced Friday that some customers may be unable to log in to their accounts due to a "systems issue."

Amazon workers on Staten Island make history, secure votes for union
U.S. News // 38 minutes ago

Amazon workers on Staten Island make history, secure votes for union

April 1 (UPI) -- Workers at an Amazon warehouse facility on New York's Staten Island made history on Friday as they secured enough votes to successfully form

a union that now poses a direct challenge to the company's labor model.

Orange County DA facing new lawsuits alleging retaliation
U.S. News // 1 hour ago

Orange County DA facing new lawsuits alleging retaliation

April 1 (UPI) -- Orange County District Attorney Todd Spitzer is facing three new lawsuits, alleging retaliation against employees who reported sexual

harassment, according to court documents.

Delta flight forced to make emergency landing in Denver after windscreen cracks
U.S. News // 1 hour ago

Delta flight forced to make emergency landing in Denver after windscreen cracks

April 1 (UPI) -- A Delta Air Lines flight headed from Salt Lake City to Washington, D.C., had to make an emergency landing just a short period into the flight on

Thursday after the plane's windscreen became heavily cracked.

Economy adds 431,000 jobs in March; jobless rate, unemployed near prepandemic levels
U.S. News // 5 hours ago

Economy adds 431,000 jobs in March; jobless rate, unemployed near prepandemic levels

April 1 (UPI) -- A month after shattering expectations on Wall Street, the Labor Department on Friday underwhelmed just a little bit with its March jobs report --

showing about 60,000 fewer than expected.

Hit-and-run crash kills track athlete in Virginia, injures 4 others
U.S. News // 2 hours ago

Hit-and-run crash kills track athlete in Virginia, injures 4 others

April 1 (UPI) -- A collegiate athlete who was visiting Virginia for a track meet was killed and several others were injured late Thursday when they were run down

by a car near the coast of Chesapeake Bay authorities said
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by a car near the coast of Chesapeake Bay, authorities said.

Transportation Dept. announces new fuel efficiency standards
U.S. News // 3 hours ago

Transportation Dept. announces new fuel efficiency standards

April 1 (UPI) -- The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration announced Friday new fuel economy standards, effectively rolling back more lenient rules for

future vehicles set under President Donald Trump.

America in 1950: U.S. releases gold mine of Census data after 72-year waiting period
U.S. News // 7 hours ago

America in 1950: U.S. releases gold mine of Census data after 72-year waiting period

April 1 (UPI) -- On Friday, the National Archives released detailed results from one of the most anticipated Census counts in history -- which provides a "window

into history" and a snapshot of America in the middle of the 20th century.

Washington Gov. Inslee signs first U.S. alert system for missing Indigenous people
U.S. News // 8 hours ago

Washington Gov. Inslee signs first U.S. alert system for missing Indigenous people

April 1 (UPI) -- Washington Gov. Jay Inslee signed a bill into law to create the nation's first alert system for missing Indigenous people.
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America in 1950: U.S. releases gold mine of Census data after 72-year waiting period
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